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Christian Leaders Join in Plea for Refugees 


Church leaders working for refugees have been prominent at a conference on 
"The Refugee Problem ~- Today and Tomorrow" held at the United Nations European 
Headquarters in Geneva. 


The conference was called on May 27 and 28 by the Conference of Non-Govern- 
mental Organisations interested in Migration and the Standing Conference of Volun- 
tary Agencies working for Refugees, in association with the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Intergovernmental Committee for 
European Migration. Dr. Edgar Chandler, director of Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches, was co-chairman. 


The conference expressed the hope that governments who responded to the Hun- 
garian refugees would "complete the task by accepting a due share of the refugees 
from Hungary still remaining in Austria and Yugoslavia". 


The delegates suggested that the groups sponsoring the conference appoint a 
standing committee to study the whole problem of the refugees in the Far East and 
to draw attention to the needs there. The United Nations was urged to recognise 
the 700,000 refugees in Hong Kong as coming within its mandate. The conference 
"earmestly hoped" that exit permits for Europeans in China would be granted in in- 
creasing numbers. 


At an earlier session the delegates had heard ir. Duncan VJood, director of the 
Quaker Centre in Geneva, say that the plight of the European refugees in China is 
particularly relevant to the purposes of the conference. "We have met under the 
impact of the Hungarian exodus and will be devoting much time and thought to the 
problems which that exodus poses for us. At the same time we are all concerned 
that the outburst of sympathy for the Hungarian refugees should not blind us to 
the continuing need of the long-term or 'old' refugee. Now, of all the groups of 
old refugees, the Europeans in China are the most deserving of our sympathy. Many 
have been refugees for 20 years; most are over 40," 


: 


The aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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There are about 15,000 Europeans in China, Mr. Wood said, and in the Far East 
there are 22 million uprooted Asians. 


With regard to refugees in the Itiddle East, the conference recognised the com 
plexity of political questions involved, but felt a solution to the many problems 
could be found in three ways. First, the delegates hoped Israel would reiterate 
its offer of compensation and repatriation. They also expressed the desire that 
the Arab states should give "prime importance to the human aspect of the refugee 


_ problem and give sympathetic cooperation to projects for compensation, resettle- 


4) 
; 
a 


ment and integration", The delegates also hoped the United Nations would provide 
maximum assistance, 


At the opening session, Dr. HElfan Rees, European representative of the Commis- 
sion of the Churches on International Affairs, had suggested three classic solu- 
tions to the problems in the Middle East - repatriation, migration and integration. 
But, he said, repatriation has never solved a modern refugee problem and "migration 
opportunities for the Arabs are so sharply limited that we must come to the con- 
clusion that that is not the answer". 


By far the easiest solution is integration, he pointed out, "and there is room 
for the refugees, There is land for them in Syria and Iraq, and there is develop- 
ing a demand for the kind of manpower they represent. More unusual still, there is 
the money available to make it possible. The sum of $200,000,000 has been designated 
by the UN for 'homes and jobs! for the Arab refugees, and that money is unspent, 
not because the Arabs are strangers in a strange land, which they are not, or 
because there is no room for them, because there is, but because of the political 
situation." Among other refugees in the Middle East, Dr. Rees cited the 200,000 
living in the Gaza strip and the 20,000 Jews who have left Egypt since October. 


Bearing in mind that the present mandate of the Office of the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees expires in December 1958, the conference went on record 
with the hope that it would be renewed without a time limit. 


Remembering the recent crisis caused by the flood of refugees from Hungary, 
the conference drew up recommendations regarding the reception of refugees in 
emergency situations, and suggested that governments likely to be faced with such 
emergencies should have a plan of action ready. 


Among the speakers at the conference was Dr. Auguste Lindt, UN High Commission- 
er for Refugees, who told the delegates that the problem of the refugees can only 
be solved "when you, the voluntary agencies who have direct access to public opinion . 
in so many towns and villages, help to realise this programme of integration and 
migration", j 

Other speakers during the two-day meeting were Dr. Oskar Helmer, Federal 
Minister for the Interior of Austria, and Ambassador H.H. Tittman, director of ICEM, 


Just prior to the opening of the conference, Jewish, Protestant and Catholic 
services were held in Geneva, with clergymen of the three faiths urging churches 
and governments to open their docrs to the refugees of the world (see EPS No. 21). 

HeP.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Church of Scotland to Study Acport on Relations with Anglicans 


The General Assembly of the Church of Seotland has commended the report on 
relationships between Anglican and Presbyterian churches in England and Scotland 
(see EPS No. 18) for "careful study! by "members of the Church at every level". 
The document, prepared by a theological commission, will now be examined by study 
groups of clergy and laity in presbyteries and parishes of the Church of Scotland. 


q 
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It suggests the consecration of bishops in the Presbyterian churches and ordination 


of elders in Anglican churches. 


Sir Thomas Taylor, Principal of Aberdeen University, who secended reception 
of the report by the assembly, said there should be no fear of examining its re- 
commendations more closely. "Do we not trust our own people?! he said, "Or are we 


going to safeguard the faithful by putting the document on the index of prohibited 


books?" 


Dr. A.C. Craig, who presented the proposals, said they had been called "dyna- 
mite", but in his opinion were "theological penicillin". He claimed there had been 
no "capitulation on points of essential principle by the heirs and trustees of the 
Scottish Reformation" and that "Presbyterians and Anglicans had both lost an 
essential part of their heritage ~ the unity enjoined by the New Testament". He 
envisaged a "mutual commissioning" and assured the assembly that "the ministry of 
the Anglican Communion within the Presbyterian Church would quite certainly have 
to be authorised", 


The decision to commend the report for further study was taken by a substantial 


majority after a debate without special incident. H.P.Se, Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Roman Catholic Professor Praises Ecumenical Movement 


in public lectures delivered in Edinburgh, Father Bernard Leeming, Professor 
of Dogmatic Theology at Heythrop College, Oxford, England, said that the World 
Council of Churches had been the object of much misunderstanding. People had taken 
it for a sort of super~church, which it did not claim to be. He declared that in 
its early days the Council had been marked by the spirit of the slogan "Service 
unites, doctrine divides", but that it was becoming more and more a "theological 
and sociological university" and opening up "new vistas of thought", 


Father Leeming said that our own day had witnessed a revolution in Protestant 
Christianity comparable to its beginnings in the sixteenth century. Protestants 
had come to see that disunity was contrary to the mind of Christ and that the 
existence of many churches was a scandal, hindering missionary expansion and weaken 
ing Christian resistance to secularism and materialism. Now the watchword was 
"denominations must die’. It was accepted that Christ's Church should be one. 
Division in the Church, according to the report on relations between Anglican and 
Presbyterian churches, contradicts its own nature. 


The lecturer went on to warn that reunion movements offered no quick or easy- 
solution, and those taking part in them recognised the need for patience and self- 
sacrifice. Roman Catholics were deeply sympathetic with their fellow-Christians in 
this matter of conscience. For Catholics there was no theological problem con- 
cerning the form in which unity might be achieved, as they sincerely and humbly 
believed that the form was already present in the actual unity of the Catholic 
Church. There remained, however, the personal and ever-present problem of dis- 
charging their duty of charity to those outside their Church. If they failed in 


this duty, they wee not true Catholics. E.P.S», Geneva 
AUSTRIA Bishop Ordass Visits West for First Time since 1946 


lutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass, with eight other Hungarian Lutheran pastors, 
has attended a conference of the Iutheran World Federation held in Salzerbad, 
Austria, to make plans for the Lii''s third assembly at Minneapolis, USA, this 
summer, This is the first time the bishop has travelled outside his own country 
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ysince 1948, when he attended the Amsterdam inaugural assembly of the iorld Council 


of Churches, Imprisoned by the state in 1948 on false charges of "currency manipula- 
tion", he was rehabilitated by church and state just before last year's Hungarian 
revolt. 


Bishop Ordass said, on arrival in Austria, that the interest of youth in the 
work of the church in Hungary was increasing. The Hungarian Lutheran churches, he 
reported, could now again sponsor conferences for laymen, youth, pastors and 


"pastors! wives. This has not been possible in Hungary for the last few years. 


After the meeting in Austria, Bishop Ordass visited Berlin and attended a 
conference of European church leaders at Liselund, Denmark (see below). Other 
members of his party included Dr. Lajos Vetoe, former lutheran bishop, who is now 
lecturing in the lutheran theological seminary in Budapest, retired lutheran 
Bishop Josef Szabo, Dr. Andras Keken, dean of the Deak Ter church in Budapest, 
Director Imre Vedroeds, editor of the pastors! monthly Lelkipastor, Pastor Gyorgy 
Kendeh, and four professors from the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Budapest. 
Pastor Kendeh, who had been removed from his church in 1950 because of loyalty to 
Bishop Ordass, was rehabilitated on October 14, 1956, and is now director of 
relief activities for the Lutheran churches in Hungary. Beledes Uetleve 


No Reply on Lutheran Request to Visit Siberia 


An exploratory request for permission for a Imtheran World Federation delega- 
tion to visit lutheran church groups in Siberia has not been acknowledged by the 
Russian government. The request was in a letter sent last October to the Russian 
Legation in Bern, Switzerland, according to the Rev. Bengt Hoffman, director of 
the LiF's Department of World Service. 


The delegation would attempt to establish contact with "newly discovered" 
groups in Siberia isolated for 20 years. The Russian lutheran Church was officially 
dissolved in 1938, but in early 1956 a letter was received in Germany from a 
pastor in Siberia who asked for 10,000 confirmation certificates. These wer then 


sent, along with other aid. 


It is estimated that there are one million German-speaking people in Siberia, 
many of whom have kept up their Iutheran tradition. They were deported to Siberia 
in the 1930s. They are reported to be using lay preachers because of the difficulty 


of obtaining trained and ordained pastors. B.P.o., Geneva 
DENMARK Conference of European Churches Formed 


(liselund) - Leaders from thirty-five European churches meeting in the Danish town 
of Liselund (see EPS No. 18) have decided to create a "Conference of Huropean 
Churches". The new body regards itself as provisional, pending formation of a 


/"European Council of Churches" which can act as a regional organisation in touch 


with the World Council of Churches and with the consent of the World Council's 
member churches. European churches not represented at liselund are to be asked 
to join the group. The Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church will 


not be invited except with the agreement of the WCC. 


The purpose of the new organisation is to strengthen links between the 


European churches within the ecumenical movement through extensive cooperation, 


ee ee a OC gs 


~ 


and especially to foster exchange of thought between Hast and West. The provisional 
basis says that any church which has an "ecumenical outlook" can belong to the 
'Buropean Conference", whether it is a member of the WCC or not, 
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An Executive Committee and officers have been elected. The secretariat will 
have its headquarters at The Hague. A liaison officer will be appointed to keep 
in touch with the WCC in Geneva. Dr. Lajos Ordass (Bishop of the Lutheran Church) 
and Dr. Josef Hromadka (Professor of Theology at Prague) were among those who 
attended the Liselund Conference. Delegates from Evangelical churches in the 
German Democratic Republic were unable to participate, owing to difficulty in 

obtaining visas. 


Dr. Roger Mehl (Professor of Theology at Strasbourg) and Dr. Ernst Wilm 
(president of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia) spoke on the special task of 
the Church today in a Europe split by political and confessional divisions. Pro- 

“fessor Mehl said it was all the more urgent for the European churches to take 
common action because it is in Europe that the great ideologies clash. Further— 
more,as the "cradle of nationalism", Hurope must consider howto help the young 

nations of Asia and Africa to overcome their nationalism. "We have no time to 
lose", said Dr. Wilm. "We must throw into the balance the uniting power of the 

' Christian message!" HePeSey Geneva 


* 


World YWCA Executive Plans Study and Action for Peace 

At a meeting at Crét Bérard, Switzerland, during May, the World YWCA Executive 
Committee decided to encourage its national associations to explore "ways of de- 

; veloping programmes of study and action for peace" in "the present period of atomic 
» and nuclear experiment". A seminar will be held in November 1958 to deal with 

Mm Christians facing the problems of peace!', 


4 In a recommendation on the subject, the Executive Committee declared that "man - 

Biives in fear before an unknown future and in distress before the sufferings of 

millions of his fellow men". "Young people in particular", the committee declared, 

4 "feel increasingly powerless before baffling and unresolved problems. The problems 

= unsolved, not because the necessary intelligence is lacking and not because 
there is a general lack of good will. Men feel that they have not the power to do 


the good they know they ought to do," 


r 

i "Bewilderment", the statement goes on, "is especially evident in the increas- 
"ing public apprehension expressed about the holding of nuclear bomb tests, The im- 
Bis cations of these tests concern each human being. Therefore, there is urgent 
need for YWCAs to devote attention and thought to the attitudes and statements of 
scientists, churches and other Christian groups, who have already expressed, and 

' continue to express, controversial opinions," 

i 

q A programme to commend again to national associations the implementation of a 
statement on world peace issued by the World YWCA Council in 1955 is then suggested. 
The recommendation is made "in the faith that it is the will of God that man should 
“not be enslaved and destroyed by powers he has discovered in nature, and by the 
technical means he has invented, but should use them to the glory of God, and for 
the well-being of the peoples of the earth, and in the belief that it is our task 
to confrent our members personally with the crucial problem of peace in the atomic 


age . ' 


: The meeting, under the chairmanship of the Hon, Isabel G, Catto of the United 
Kingdom, discussed continuation of work with refugees being done jointly with the 
‘World YMCA in Austria, Germany and Trieste and in cooperation with national YWCAs 
“in the Middle East. Members present at the meeting came from Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Ghana, the United Kingdom, Jamaica, Japan, 
the Netherlands, the Philippines, South Africa, Switzerland and the USA. 
BePede, Geneva 
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YMCA Celebrates Tenth Anniversary of Castle Mainau 


The International Institute, Castle Mainau (near Constance, Germany) celebrated 
its tenth anniversary in May with a reception given by its director, the Rev. Tore 
Littmarck, for civic and religious leaders from Constance and the neighbouring 
area. Representatives from Switzerland, Liechtenstein and Southern Gemany also 
attended, 


Started in 1947 by Count Lennart Bernadotte, in cooperation with the YMCAs of 
Germany and Sweden, as a project in international understanding, the study centre 
is now directly related to the World Alliance of YMCAs and all national YMCA 
movements in Europe. 


Dr. Paul M, Limbert, secretary general of the World Alliance, said the Insti-~ 
tute had become a centre of consultations on youth problems in the more than 
seventy countries where the YMCA is at work. "We want here to study what is happen— 
ing to young people in the modern world with all its baffling technological and 
ideological changes," he said, "and to see how we can help them develop and main- 
tain a strong Christian faith in this kind of world," 


The Institute is basically Christian in purpose and outlook and serves YMCA 
members in many countries, including Roman Catholics and Orthodox as well as Pro- 
testants, by inviting leaders from all these confessions to its meetings. 

LePeSe, Geneva 


SWITZERLAND Sunday School Conference Urges Better Family Worship 
; A conference of Sunday School experts from "Latin countries" held at Crét 


Bérard, near Lausanne, has recommended closer association of families with the 
regular worship of the Church, The conference, third in a series called recently 
under the auspices of the World Sunday School Association, has asked Sunday School 
bodies and churches in the countries represented to follow up the findings of the 
meeting, which took "The Word of God and the Family" as its theme, 


Among suggestions from the meeting, which underlined the "profound organic 
unity of the family" as seen in the Bible, are proposals for more direct religious 
teaching in the family itself, practice of family worship, and an attempt on the 
part of the church "not to tend to separate the various parts of the family" by 
Noverspecialised activities and organisations arranged according to age and sex", 


The conference made a plea for "participation by everyone in assembling for 
praise and hearing the word of God", and suggested further study of ways of wor- 
_ ship that would ensure combined participation of men, women, elderly people, parents, 
and children. "Such an inquiry," said the report of the group, "might also give 
" opportunity to re-examine the problems of liturgy and preaching - which are often 
‘hard to understand, and couched in over-—abstract vocabulary - and the question of 
| the physical setting for worship and religious instruction", 


Switzerland attended the meeting. Addresses were given by Professor Frank Michaelis, 
) of. the Protestant Theological Faculty in Paris. The orld Council of Christian 
Education and Sunday School Association was represented by its general secretary, 
“the Rev. Nelson Chappel of New York, and by the Rev, Andrew Wright, London, 


. 
y 
! Representatives of Belgium, Spain, France, Italy, Madagascar, Portugal and 
| 


E.P.S., Geneva 
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Bossey Meeting Studies Evangelism in City and Industry 


Nt Forty-five evangelists from nine ccuntries in Europe and America, drawn from 
“eight different ccnfessicnal backgrounds, have studied the role of the churches in 


“Gities and industrial societies in a consultation called at the Ecumenical Institute, 


‘Bossey, Switzerland, by the Institute and the \/CC's Department of Evangelism. 


In an attempt to define the human problems involved, the group discovered 
different situations in the USA and "countries in rapid social change" on the one 
hand, and Europe on the other. Changes in city population and others due to automa- 
‘tion make new communities hard to form in the first group of countries. The family 

"tends to break up and forms of escape from the problems arising range from tele- 
“Vision to narcotics. In Europe a pattern of small communities within the city seems 
to be emerging, providing a new form of culture for city dwellers. The Christian 
ee and the church have to be related to these new conditions, 

be The consultation agreed that the church has to find new "patterns of life! 
and new ways of stating its message to reach the mass of urban population. 


; Two lines for further study were proposed. The first suggested defining evan- 
 gelism in terms of the statement made by the Section on evangelism at the Second 
SAssembly of the WCC at Evanston in 1954 that "Jesus Christ himself is the evangelist 
tO whose work we are called to bear witness". Pastor Horst Szymanowski of Mainz- 
Kastel, Germany, said that "the evangelist of today must identify himself with the 
this-worldly thinking of the industrial worker in order to discover with this 
worker the implications of Christ's life, death and resurrection there!!, Since the 
basis of evangelism is a confidence that the world is in the hands of a reconcil- 
ang God known to us in Christ and giving men specific tasks, the consultation said 
Pthat evangelism should be "an aspect of every man's life and not a special task 
assigned to a few' in the churches. Professional evangelists should therefore "help 
Hall Christians to develop their own evangelistic responsibility in the place where 
“they live and work". 


A second line suggested for further study concerned the structure of the 
‘Church. It was pointed out that "new forms of Christian community appropriate to 
sity and industrial life are outside the traditional parish structure", Father St. 
"John Groser (Anglican), of London, emphasised that "pioneers in new forms of church 
life outside the traditional structure must not allow themselves to be separated 
in spirit or intention from the Church, even when they are rejected by the Church". 


; The same subject is proposed for study at a larger conference for pastors and 
Mmissionaries at Bossey in 1956. E.P.Se, Geneva 


3 


” GERMANY Preaching in the Church Today 


(Hamburg) - The Hamburg general Synod of the ten Lutheran "Landeskirchen" affiliat- 
"ed in-the United Evangelical-Iutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) has drawn up a 
“seven-point statement on the central theme of its conference on "Preaching", 

' Preachers are asked to bear in mind the limited capacity of "over-saturated"' modern 
"people to absorb ideas. Preachers and congregations are urged to remain together 
"to discuss the sermon afterwards. Pastors are recommended to prepare their ser- 
“mons in cooperation with a circle of elders, and to give up other activities to 
"find the time to do so, They are urged to use better aids to preaching and to make 
thorough use of the new commentaries based on modern biblical exegesis. 


a Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanover and head Bishop of the VELKD, made a plea 
for simplicity in preaching in an address on "What and How Shall We Preach Today?" 
Tf a preacher could not speak "simply", it meant either that he had not understood 
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what he said, or that he did not believe in it himself, It was equally bad to repeat 
platitudes and to strain after false modernism. Brilliance and eloquence were in- 
adequate to help people. Any attempt to modernise the language of the sermon was — 
bound to fail unless the preacher's personal faith and conviction were clear. Bishop 
ilje uttered a warning against pouring a pSeudo-modern "existentialist sauce over 
the sermon. As for the question what should be preached today, there was only one 
answer: Christ. There was no other legitimate subject on which the Church could preach, 


HePeSs«, Geneva 


Mp oD olts Reformed Church Groups Reported Active 


The Hungarian Reformed Church paper "Lelkipasztor", has carried reports of the 
dong-isolated Reformed (Presbyterian) Church in the sub-Carpathian Ukraine. The sub- 
Carpathian district, with a population of about 600,000, once belonged to the King- 
dom of Hungary. It was handed over to Czechoslovakia in 1919 under the Treaty of 
Trianon. After the Munich Agreement of 1938 it was restored to Hungary. At the end 
of the second world war it reverted to Czechoslovakia for a few months, and was then 
‘ceded to the USSR. | 
| According to the report, there are now 120,000 members of the Reformed Church 
an this district. They are all people who have applied personally for admission to 
the church. They have to be over 18 years of age and to have signed the Reformed 
iconfession of faith. They must promise to help meet the church's material needs. 
The members are divided into 91 parishes served by 69 pastors. As it is impossible 


or Czechoslovakia. Most members of the church are Hungarian by language and tradition, 


‘ Ninety per cent of the members of the Reformed Church of the sub-Carpathian 
Ukraine attend church regularly. The church is probably the largest Presbyterian 
group in the USSR, » EeP.S., Geneva 


German Refugee Problem Presented to Hastbourne Meeting 


West Germany must be prepared to find housing and food for 385,000 refugees 
G@uring 1957. That is the estimate of Miss Elisabeth Urbig of Inner Mission and Hilfs-— 


. More than 150 clergymen and laymen from 35 nations met from May 31 to dune 5 in 
the Town Hall at Eastbcurne, England, considering the theme, "Inter-Church Aid as an 
Mixpression of the Fellowship of the Church". 


: Miss Urbig, explaining the ilest German churches! continuing need for inter- 
Church aid, said, "the churches in Jest Germany do not ask for money for our own 
Rousing or church construction programmes. But we do require material aid - food and 
Clothing - for these refugees,'! 


She said that by the end of February, there were 235,000 persons living in so- 
alled "residential camps" in \lest Germany, Of these, she explained, 135,000 are ex- 
Pellees, 27,000 are homeless foreigners (not Hungarians), and 20,000 are refugees 
from the East Zone. Of these, 35 1/2 per cent have been living in camps for more 
than eight years. In addition, there are another 200,000 Hast Zone refugees living 

in mass camps in the German Federal Republic and in Berlin, she said, 


Another problem is the growing number of recently repatriated families from 
Poland, iliss Urbig told the consultation, "During the first six months of 1956 they 


to train enough pastors, it is hoped to send theolo:ical students to study in Hungary 
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came at the rate of 29 per day. In the last six months of 1956, 80 came every day. 
tn January, 1957, the rate had jumped to 219 persons a day and in February the 
figure was 400." 


"Do you expect me to give more and other reasons for the need for continued 
inter-church aid within West Germany?" she asked, 


"The West German churches," lliss Urbig continued, "have made every effort to 
share in providing the spiritual, financial and material inter-church aid require- 
ments for East Germany. In 1956 non-German churches gave 2,500,000 Deutschmarks 
for the support of the churches in the German Democratic Republic, all of it used 
for relief work, During the same period, West German churches gave 12 million 
Deutschmarks for the work of the churches in the East Zone and in 1957 this sum 
must and will be increased to 20 million." 


Dr. Russell Stevenson of New York, director of Church World Service operations 
outside Europe, speaking on material relief, said that in 1956 shipments channelled 
from United States churches through CWS went to 40 nations and were valued at more 
than 31 million dollars. "These gcods would have filled 4,000 railroad freight 
cars making a train that would extend 40 miles," he said, CWS is the relief arm of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


The consultation was meeting in Britain at the invitation of the British Coun- 
cil of Churches, The delegates - laymen and clergymen - were charged with reviewing 
the work of the past year and advising the staff on policy and procedure in the 
coming year. The consultation was responsible for working out the total strategy 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. The 
WCC represents 165 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox bodies from more than 50 


- countries. HePeS., Geneva 


Death of IMC Staff liember 


Mr. Ernest J. Bingle, editorial secretary of the International Missionary 
Council, died suddenly in New York on Friday, May 31, at the age of 54, shortly 
after attending a cenference of Caribbean churches and missions held in Jamaica. 


1 A Methodist layman, he served for some years in India as a lecturer at the lladras 


Christian College. On return to England he became editor of "World Dominion" and 
since 1952 has edited "The International Review of Missions" and "The World Chris- 
tian Handbook", He leaves a widow and two sons. KePeSe, Geneva — 


Tir orre. 


Delegates to the fiftieth annual American Baptist Convention have voted 


4 unanimously to forbid racial discrimination in the denomination's 6,300 churches. 
' The delegates also resolved not to align themselves with any group that sought to 


retain segregation "whether in country clubs, dormitories, fratermities, service 
clubs, organisations of property owners, the Ku Klux Klan and the White Citizens! 


Councils". 
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Polish Baptist churches were visited in lay by Dr. Ernest A, Payne, general 
secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, and Dr. Henry Cook, 
associate general secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, The two leaders travelled 
to Warsaw, Kracow, Katowice, Gdansk, Bialystok and other centres,and attended a 


' meeting of the Polish Ecumenical Council. 
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The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the USA has unanimously 
endorsed the proposed plan of union with the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America (see EPS No. 11), following its approval during the past year by the re- 
quired two-thirds majority of the presbyteries of the USA Church. The United Pres- 
byterians will vote on the proposed merger during June. 
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The suggestion of Dr, Oscar Cullmann, theological professor at Basle, that 
during the annual week of prayer for Christian unity Protestants should make 
collections for needy Catholics, and Catholics for needy Protestants (see EPS No. 
4) has met with a first response. A member of a Roman Catholic order in Rome has 
given Dr, Cullmann a generous donation "for a poor Protestant in Rome", and Wal- 
densian students in Italy have taken a collection to be used by a Franciscan monk 
in Rome to help necessitous Catholics. 
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On Whit Monday an ecumenical service will be broadcast from Hilversum (1st 
programme) at 9.20 p.m. It consists of three Protestant services recorded pre- 
viously in Wuppertal (Germany), The Hague (Netherlands) and Basle (Switzerland). 


Secretary General Tormod Vagan, of the Norwegian Missionary Council, has pre- 
dicted in an Oslo daily newspaper that the Council will leave the International 
Missionary Council if it is integrated with the World Council of Churches (see EPS 
No, 32, 1956). He says that the missionary movement in Norway is revivalist in 
character and would suffer "a spiritual loss" if involved in the wider framework 
of the World Council of Churches where "Orthodox, Coptic and Protestant Christians 
stand shoulder to shoulder". 
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The Free Churches in Sweden have requested that more time be given for re- 
ligious programmes by the state-controlled Swedish National Broadcasting Service, 
and that two assistants be provided for the one clergyman at present in charge of 
religious broadcasts. 
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The Roman Catholic Church in Spain has launched a Bible reading campaign. 
Spanish versions of the Bible in whole or part are being sold, though at a price 
three times greater than editions available from evangelical presses. Travelling 
Bible exhibitions have been organised by the-Roman Catholic Church in various parts 
of the country. The new movement is a follow-up of the Papal Encyclical "Divino 
afflante Spiritu" (1943) on the Bible. 
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The Soviet periodical "Molodoi Kommunist" has drawn attention to defections 
from the membership of the Komsomol (Communist youth organisation) to Baptist and 
"sectarian" youth groups in the Soviet Union, To combat such trends the paper 
calls for improved atheistic and anti-religious literature, claiming that youth is 
drawn to religion because it is not properly instructed in the bases of "scientific 
atheism, 
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The remote Church of the Cook Islands in the South Pacific has sent a special 
collection from a recent service to the Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches for the "support of the work the World Council is doing for the Hun- 
garian people, The gift was sent through the National Christian Council in New 
Zealand. BePeSe, Geneva 
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